
 
 
 

ES28 NAMING PROCESS 
Implementation Plan 

April 14, 2020 
 
 
Introduction 
With every new school, a community-involved process is initiated to select a new name for the 
school that represents historical, cultural or community significance. A task force, comprising a 
cross-section of staff and community members, assumes the role of reviewing school name 
recommendations from the community. Once the leading candidates are determined, these 
names are presented to the School Board for review and final approval of a school name. 
Subsequent to this, the task force also determines school colors and a mascot representative of 
the name. 
 
However, for the naming process for “ES28” in North Plains, we face extraordinary times 
addressing coronavirus-related restrictions and the need to finalize the name by fall 2020 so 
that the architect may begin designing school finishes. The ordinary process will need to be 
compressed and modified, and the usual face-to-face meetings will be replaced with 
online/electronic communications until the governor’s orders for social distancing are lifted. 
Solicitation of school names from the community will need to occur in advance of, or 
simultaneously with, the task force formation.  
 
GOAL: to present the School Board with two to three leading candidates for school names by 
the first meeting in September 2020. 
 
Task Force Composition 
Per the original Board-approved process, the task force will include several members from the 
District staff and the community, which will be led by the Chief Operations Officer, Casey 
Waletich. Given the compressed schedule, most members will require immediate selection. The 
members of the task force will be: 
 

• One representative from the City of North Plains 
• One representative from the historical society 
• Two administrators – current North Plains ES principal Becky Rios, plus a secondary 

principal from the Glencoe feeder group 
 
 



As selected by Mrs. Rios: 
• Two licensed staff members 
• Two classified staff members 
• Two students 

 
Submit applications for consideration by administrators (by May 15): 

• Two community members 
 
Communications with Community 
School Name Suggestions – the community will be asked to provide suggestions for school 
names to provide unique identification for the new ES28. This solicitation will be made in the 
form of a Google survey, and broadly publicized in Hot News, social media, district website, 
North Plains ES and bond websites, and in the District’s “A Look Inside” newsletter (April 2020 
issue). Doorhangers will be placed on potential ES28 neighborhood homes (i.e., east of Glencoe 
Road). Fliers will be provided electronically to the local chamber and other community 
organizations; if feasible, these will be physically posted around the downtown area. 
 
Criteria for school names include names that have historical, cultural or community 
significance. Personal names will be limited to those who have been deceased 20 or more 
years. The school should be easily and uniquely identified by its name. 
 
Deadline for submissions is May 31, 2020. 
 
Applications to Serve on Task Force – using the same communication channels as for school 
names, community members will be solicited to apply to serve on the task force, providing 
background on their expertise, ties to the community, and/or desire to serve. Nominees also 
will be asked to provide a non-related reference supporting their nomination.  
 
Deadline for applications is May 15. District administrators will review and select two members 
by May 22. 
 
Task Force Duties 
Using electronic/online communications and virtual meetings, the task force will begin meeting 
by mid-June to review school name suggestions and evaluate their significance and 
appropriateness to the school. Individual members will use a 10-point system to distribute 
among their top choices (i.e., must choose at least three; the more points, the more desirable 
the choice). Comments may be included with their choices. Bond staff will compile and develop 
a list of the top 10 candidates based on assigned points. 
 
By early July, the top 10 school name candidates will be presented to the community via social 
media and the district, North Plains ES, and bond websites for public comment. These 
comments will be collected for task force review. Deadline is July 31. 
 



By mid-August, the task force will conduct its next round of reviews and begin narrowing down 
choices to the top two or three school names. At this time, suggested school colors and 
mascots for each of those choices may also be developed and considered. 
 
By end-August, the task force, with assistance from Bond staff, will begin drafting a report to 
the Board with its top two or three school names. The final report is due August 28 to the Board 
Secretary for inclusion in the Board packet. 
 
Board Review 
The Board will review the task force’s report at its first meeting on September 8, 2020.* A final 
candidate will be presented for a first reading on September 22.* The final approval of the 
school name will be voted on October 27.* 
 
Finalize School Colors, Mascot 
After the Board decision, if not already done, the task force will finalize the school colors and 
select a mascot that coordinates with the final school name. Brand identity will be developed 
and presented no later than November 1 to the architect to design and apply the final branding 
finishes for the school.  



Timeline – ES28 Naming Process 
 

2020 April May June July August Fall 
Select task force 
members 

April 20 – solicit 
applications 
from community 
members 
 
By April 30 – 
administrators 
select non-
community 
members 
 

May 15 – 
applications due 
from community 
members 
 
May 22 – 
administrators 
select 
community 
members 

    

School name 
suggestions/public 
survey 
 

Start April 20 Due by May 31  Top ten 
candidates 
presented for 
comment 

  

Task force 
meetings 

  Mid-June – 
review school 
name 
suggestions; 
each member 
assigns points to 
top choices 

 Mid-August – 
narrow choices 
to 2-3 
candidates; 
begin selection 
of school colors, 
mascot 

By Aug. 28 -- 
Submit final 
report to Board 

Board review      Sept. 8* - review 
task force report 
 
Sept. 22* - first 
reading of 
selected name 
 
Oct. 27* - vote 
on final name 

School branding      Task force 
finalizes school 
colors, mascot, 
brand identity 
 
Architect applies 
branding for 
school finishes 

 
*final meeting dates are subject to approval by the Board at its June meeting. 


